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Getting Green-Friendly Now
Sustainability and Savings Highlighted at Local Forum

e¢coENERGY evaluations may soon become commonplace in
Haliburton County.

With the progress of global warming, now is probably the best
time ever to have your home or workplace inspected to see just
how energy efficient the building is, or isn’t.

That’s the message that Pam Sayne, a local home inspector and
certified ecoENERGY evalu-
ator, is trying to get across
along with the help of a few
others in the community. She’s
also hoping to create jobs in
the area by training others to
conduct ecoENERGY evalua-
tions and engage experienced
contractors with local youth
on various projects.

During a recent commu-
nity forum held at the Minden
United Church, Sayne brought
together local contractors
and ecoENERGY evaluators
with members of the public.
The first unique event of its
kind educated those in attendance about the ways of retrofitting
a building to save energy and money. Grants available through
the ecoENERGY Retrofit program provided by the Ministry of
Natural Resources were also highlighted.

“I’m willing to guarantee that you’re going to learn something
here,” said Carolyn Colburn, outgoing Chair of the Minden Unit-
ed Church, at the start of the forum. The church recently received
its own ecoENERGY evaluation by Sayne to determine how
energy-friendly the building is. For this service, members of the
church provided Sayne with the building space as the venue for
the forum.

If you’ve gotten to this point and are wondering what ecoEN-
ERGY means, here is a brief explanation. It was an initiative that
was started in 1998 and is recognized as the “measure and com-
parative rating tool”.

Its popularity rose significantly when Natural Resources Cana-
da (NRCan) announced the EnerGuide for Houses (EGH) Retro-
fit Incentive, a program to offer homeowners grants to offset the
costs of upgrades. The incentive program was approved as part
of the 2003 federal budget announcement and continues to be
funded under the Conservative government as ecoENERGY.

The purpose of an evaluation is to determine how inefficient
a building is and to make specific recommendations on how to
increase the R-value (a measure of thermal resistance) of its com-
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ponents, how to stop unwanted airflow and how to heat the build-

ing more efficiently. Today, the provincial government matches

grants given out by the federal government in Ontario and British

Columbia. Homeowners can receive up to $5,000 and owners of

small to medium-sized commercial buildings can collect as much

as $50,000. Grants are also available for industrial facility proj-
ects.

Prior to introducing special guest
speakers up to the podium for their pre-
sentations at the recent forum, Sayne
asked those in the audience to introduce
themselves. Many were local and many
had their own reasons for attending, but
the common thread they shared was their
desire to learn how to save energy and
reduce the impact of their carbon emis-
sions on the planet.

By listening to Sayne’s comments, it
was evident to tell that she’s a strong ad-
vocate on taking action for the sake of
the planet’s well-being and the people
who live on it.

“We’re experiencing more severe
weather, more economic hardship, species
extinction and rising sea levels,” explained Sayne. “From what we
can see, there’s a lot going on within our planet. . .with the reduced
use of fossil fuels, one household can save several tons per year in
emissions.” With Know Your Home Inspections Inc., Sayne said
that she’s managed to help people in Haliburton County reduce
their carbon emissions by a total of 517 tons per year.

Since being in the home inspection industry for over 10 years,
Sayne has witnessed firsthand how people have changed the way
they use their homes.

“There are more home offices, people have more pets, there’s
more traffic coming in and going of their home...” she pointed
out. These are just some of the changes that have an impact on
energy use.

Don Babey, an ecoENERGY evaluator who works for Sayne,
was the first featured guest speaker of the afternoon. Babey talked
about the learning experience he went through with a retrofitting
project he took on with his own home in the Kinmount area.

“I wanted to make my home more efficient,” said Baby. “It was
something that | was excited to do.”

Baby had installed a pellet stove in his home (when it was a cot-
tage) to keep the building warm while the building was uninhab-
ited. But the stove caused a major problem. The heat it produced
travelled up to the attic area, had no way of escaping, and thus
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resulting in the meltdown of snow on the steel roof.

“The snow didn’t have anywhere to go, except off the back of
the roof which is about three-feet off the ground,” he explained.
“There was about 20-inches of ice build-up which put a lot of
weight on the roof.

This added weight on the home slid wood logs out of his roof,
and if left untreated, could have caused his home to completely
collapse. Babey said that this was a perfect example of how a
home should be looked at as “a system.* If you change one thing
without considering the impact it could have on the entire struc-
ture, problems can arise in other parts of the building.

Don Koppin, a general contractor out of Bancroft, was next to
take centre stage with his presentation on heat loss and ventilation.
Koppin talked about heat loss he had in his own home. He saw
the severity of the situation after Sayne gave him an ecoENERGY
evaluation.

“Pam did the blower door test and used her thermal imaging
camera,” said Koppin. “The results of her evaluation showed that
there was a lot of heat loss around the window frames in the sun
porch area.” The inspection revealed that the heat loss was equiv-
alent to having a three-square-foot hole in the wall.

The other problems that Koppin encountered was ice build-up
that was caused by heat from his newly installed fireplace.

“Around the attic hatch there was just drywall and no insula-
tion,” explained Koppin, “the stairs leading up to the attic didn’t
have any insulation in them, and this was causing the ice dam-
ming.”

Koppin‘s basement was also a problemetic area because of the
cold air that was getting in. He said he used foam in combination
with wood strapping to fix the situation.

Koppin said that he would be getting back about $3,000 back
from the ecoENERGY grant program for the retofit work.

“That’s about equivalent to what I was spending in a year for
oil,” he said, while adding that he was able to turn down the ther-
mostat by about two-degrees to keep his home confortable after
completing the work.

Once the speakers finished, audience members had a chance to
speak directly with these experts one-on-one.

The Voice spoke to some of those who attended the forum to see
why the came and what they got out of it.

“It was very interesting,” said Shirley Howe, a Minden resident.
“My husband is a builder and so is my son, so I came out to see if
there was anything that I could learn.*

Sharon Harrison, a resident of Ingoldsby who lives in a 30-year
old home, said she wanted to find out about how ecoENERGY
evalations are carried out.

“I plan on having an energy assessment done at my home, so
this information has been very useful,” said Harrison. “It’s a much
more complex process than I realized.

Sharon Lawrence, another Minden resident, knows all too well
about how a home is a system. She experienced water leakage
through her roof caused by ice build-up.

“Water poured in at the top of the windows because of it,” she
said. “It was a nightmare.*

To learn more about the eccoENERGY grant program visit www.
ecoaction.gc.ca. B
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